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Book Reviews

of Aboriginal title and discussions of the very nature of
judges' engagement with Indigenous rights relating indirectly to Indigenous rights in the Great Plains region.
Although Aboriginal Title does not state the point
directly, its papers had their origins in a conference held
at the University of Calgary in 2003. A seven-year delay
from the authors' first engagement with the themes to the
time of publication is unfortunate, despite the fact that
there has obviously been some serious effort at updating and including subsequent literature. The papers are
nonetheless framed somewhat in the mindset of a few
years ago or end up focusing on adjudicated cases from
the early 1990s. Sophisticated though their comments are,
delayed dissemination of academic work is unfortunate.
Overall, this collection offers a welcome contribution to the growing literature on comparative Indigenous
rights frameworks. Its essays will be of interest within
academic and nonacademic contexts, and it should help
stimulate further thinking that crosses national and
disciplinary borders while addressing issues of interest
to the Great Plains. Dwight Newman, College of Law,
University of Saskatchewan.
"I Thought Pocahontas Was a Movie": Perspectives
on Race/Culture Binaries in Education and Service
Professions. Edited by Carol Schick and James McNinch.
Regina, SK: Canadian Plains Research Center, University of Regina, 2009. xxi + 191 pp. Notes, references,
index. C$29.95 paper.
This edited volume argues that a race/culture binary
lies at the heart of Canada's ongoing relationship with the
descendants of the country's First Peoples. In looking at
the service professions, editors Carol Schick and James
McNinch trouble taken-for-granted assumptions based
upon racial, cultural, and ethnic difference, arguing
that representations of Indigenous peoples as culturally
inferior, a trope that has replaced the idea of biological
inferiority, is highly instrumental in the social positioning and unequal power relations that exists today in Canadian society. In turn, the editors tie this discussion back
to Canada's colonial history and the social, material, and
ideological conditions produced in previous eras.
In comparing "race as biology" to "culture as destiny," the editors refer to the early 20th-century shift in
thinking (in large part, the legacy of early ethnographers)
whereby culture rather than race comes to be seen as the
determining factor in a people's fate. Following Australian scholar Aileen Moreton-Robinson (Talkin' Up to the
White Woman: Indigenous Women and White Feminism,
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2000), who describes the concepts of race and culture as
constituting "a priori essential meanings and biological
essentialism," the editors make the case that Canada's Indigenous peoples continue to be burdened by these ideas
in the 21st century.
There is a definite Canadian perspective offered
by authors in areas such as education, health care, and
law enforcement. Contributors deal with the problems
associated with the "management of difference"; for example, Joyce Green's chapter, "From Stonechild to Social
Cohesion," highlights the fact that ongoing colonialism,
racism's feeding ground, has yet to be sufficiently named
in the Canadian prairie context; hence, the job of dismantling it has yet to begin. Contributors also raise serious
questions regarding the push to commodify knowledge
in the academy. Andrea Smith speaks to this issue in her
chapter "Native Studies Beyond the Academic-industrial
Complex," perhaps the most important in the collection
given its proffered strategies for countering the domination of the academic-industrial complex and tying the
work of decolonization and Indigenous resistance to
movement building and collective action for social change
at the community level. Smith argues for the need to move
past antiracism, or what she describes as "taking power,"
and into the realm of movement building for sovereignty
and social justice-in other words, "making power." She
points to instances, for example in Latin America, where
this work is already under way.
The scope of this book asks the reader to consider the
problems associated with current approaches to addressing social injustice and inequality that rely on race (e.g.,
antiracism) and culture (e.g., cultural competence). This
reminds the reader that the service professions remain too
often focused on social justice at the level of the service
professional, and too often caught up in the mechanics of
overcoming ethnic, cultural, and racial difference, while
in the process losing sight of to whom and to what we
should be accountable, and also of what decolonization
truly means. The book is an important opportunity to
begin to reflect upon these much larger ideas. Tracy L.
Friedel, Department of Curriculum and Pedagogy, University ofBritish Columbia.
The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma: A Legal History.
By L. Susan Work. Foreword by Lindsay G. Robertson.
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2010. xx + 334 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth.
In this fascinating and well-documented account, L.
Susan Work illustrates how a myriad of federal laws and
© 2011 Center for Great Plains Studies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
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legal rulings limited tribal self-government and otherwise
sought to dissolve the modern Seminole Nation. Along
the way, the former attorney general of the Seminole Nation and a member of the Choctaw Nation explores the
legal peculiarities of Seminole history and the ways that
the federal government frequently chose to homogenize
the Five Tribes into a single legal standard. Dissolution,
of course, did not occur, and Work carefully reconstructs
the process by which the Seminole Nation capitalized on
changes in federal policies and various legal rulings to
secure its sovereignty in modern America.
Most of The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma examines
the meaning and implementation of dozens of treaties,
laws, regulations, court rulings, and ordinances. It also
details the explanations of various legislators and litigators, as they crafted policies intended to destroy a tribal
government and otherwise dispossess the Seminoles of
their land and ignore their legal claims. The volume also
contains a rich governmental history, exploring 20thcentury Seminole Nation-United States relations in depth
as well as the dissolving and then ultimate creation of a
strong tribal government. As a result, Work provides a
standard text for anyone interested in understanding these
modern events.
Unfolding chronologically, chapters investigate the
history of the Seminoles in Indian Territory (1831-1898),
the subsequent period prior to Oklahoma statehood
(1897-1907), the struggle to maintain a tribal government
(1906-1968), the writing of the Seminole Constitution
(1964-1968), and groupings of tribal administrations
(1969-1977, 1977-1985, and 1985-1993). Work covers the
long-standing struggle with the federal government over
mining and land rights (1904-2002) in chapter 3, and the
Seminole Claims Cases (about mineral rights, railroads,
leases, removal, and other issues) in chapter 4.
As a scholar and vested participant, Work acutely and
persuasively offers her personal and intellectual assessments of policies and legal rulings. Hers is a powerful
critique. Nevertheless, she struggles to distinguish between the various degrees of merit behind the myriad of
Seminole claims against the federal government for not
engaging in "fair and honorable dealings." Instead, all
legal defeats occurred despite the evidence and through
faulty anti-tribal reasoning. This is a small criticism,
though, of an important and compelling book.
By rendering the most informed legal history of the
Seminole Nation, Work has provided what will certainly
become the standard text for anyone interested in the
Seminoles' struggle for legal sovereignty and the various
legal roadblocks erected by the federal government. It is
© 2011 Center for Great Plains Studies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
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sure to become necessary reading in Native American
legal history and among scholars of the Five Tribes. Andrew K. Frank, Department of History, Florida State
University.

Kiowa Military Societies: Ethnohistory and Ritual.
By William C. Meadows. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2010. xx + 455 pp. Photographs, figures,
tables, appendix, bibliography, index. $75.00 cloth.
No other region of Native North America has been the
focus of more scholarly attention to the roles that warfare
and conflict have played in Indigenous societies than
among those living in the Great Plains. Historians and
anthropologists have produced a voluminous literature
about the warrior culture as an integral facet of Plains
Indian life. While previous studies have examined either
general aspects of Plains Indian warfare or provided ethnographic descriptions of Great Plains military societies,
no diachronic, comprehensive account of military societies has been undertaken focusing on a single society.
Drawing on over a decade of research, in combination
with archival and published anthropological and historical literature, William C. Meadows provides a detailed
ethnographic account of Kiowa military societies and
their historical development. Employing a perspective
spanning from the prereservation era to the present,
Meadows describes each military society'S origins,
structures, rituals, ceremonies, functions, and associated
music, dances, songs, and material culture within the
context of the Kiowa military society system. Beginning
with Rabbits Society in the first chapter, he graphically
portrays the Mountain Sheep Society, Horse Headdress
Society, the Black Legs Society, Unafraid of Death or
Skunkberry Society, Scout Dogs Society, the Bone Strikers, as well as the Omaha Society and Kiowa Women's
Societies, devoting a chapter to each.
Throughout his study, Meadows not only successfully
integrates the wide array of data into a comprehensive examination of each major Kiowa military society, but also
elucidates through his extensive fieldwork with Kiowa
elders and consultants how the Kiowas feel about their
societies and their continuing importance in honoring
military service and Kiowa cultural traditions. The final
chapter provides a summary of the current role military
and dance societies play in Kiowa culture. Over the
course of time, as Meadows meticulously details, Kiowa
military societies have undergone numerous changes in
form, function, and meaning. These changes have paralleled the larger developments and changes that have

